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AEEP Forum 2021 Spotlight 
Aligning Energies for a Green and Prosperous 
Africa 

Findings from the AEEP Forum on 20 October 2021 

SUMMARY  

How can the energy transition contribute to a green and prosperous Africa – and how can Africa and 
Europe work together to achieve it? These were the questions, which the Africa-EU Energy 
Partnership (AEEP) dived into with more than 500 stakeholders at the AEEP Forum 2021 on 20 
October, 2021. Coming shortly after the UN High-Level Dialogue on Energy and in the run-up to the 
6th AU-EU Summit, just before COP26, the AEEP Forum was an opportunity to reflect on Africa and 
Europe’s unique partnership on energy, and to analyse how this can be leveraged to support the 
goals both continents have set themselves on energy and climate. Speakers highlighted the greater 
cost of inaction than the cost of reaching energy goals as well as the need for African countries and 
companies to benefit from the energy transition, including in green hydrogen and other emerging 
sectors. The common thread across all interventions was “opportunity”. Contributors agreed on the 
immense potential the African energy transition provides with regards to job creation, innovation, 
sustainable mobility, industrialisation, and inclusivity, particularly for women and youth. 
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Introduction 

On the 20th of October 2021, the Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) convened the AEEP Forum 
2021, under the theme “Aligning Energies for a Green and Prosperous Africa”. The half-day online 
event enabled a total of 500 decision makers and participants from the public, private and third 
sectors to discuss aspects of the African energy transition, allowing them to identify pathways for 
action on the way to the AU-EU Summit. A topic arena, before and after the programme invited 
attendees to virtually exchange with key energy institutions and initiatives from Africa and Europe.  

Taking place at a decisive moment, shortly after the UN High-Level Dialogue on Energy, before the 
AU-EU Ministerial Meeting, and in the run-up to COP26 and the 6th AU-EU Summit, the AEEP 
Forum provided participants with an opportunity to add their voice to what the energy transition 
means to them, and how it can secure a green and prosperous future in Africa.  

A broad range of representatives from the public and private sectors, from academia and civil 
society, were invited to share their perspectives on a green and prosperous Africa. An interactive 
panel debate and two open round table discussions helped identify concrete opportunities, 
including the energy transition’s contribution to job creation, innovation, sustainable mobility, 
industrialisation and inclusivity, particularly for women and youth. Speakers and participants 
emphasised the value of the AEEP Forum bringing in so many new voices to the energy debate, 
thus enabling new, inclusive solutions and action. 

The Forum was moderated by Christine Mhundwa, an independent journalist and informed voice 
reporting on both the European and African continent. 

 

Opening Remarks 

Opening the event with a video message, Ambassador Birgitte Markussen, Head of the EU 
Delegation to the African Union, highlighted some of the achievements of Africa and Europe’s 
collaboration on energy to-date, and emphasised the importance of the two continents’ partnership 
for the future.  
 
Opening remarks by Dr. Amani Abou-Zeid, Commissioner for Energy and Infrastructure at the 
African Union Commission, also looked ahead to what Africa and Europe can achieve in the fields 
of energy and climate, and emphasised the important role of the AEEP in achieving that. 
Referencing the AEEP’s recent report into investment supporting SDG7 in Africa, she also sought 
to highlight that despite the formidable task still ahead to achieve SDG7 by 2030, the cost of 
inaction is significantly greater. The Commissioner’s remarks were to be delivered by Atef 
Marzouk, Acting Director for Infrastructure and Energy, but were cut short due to technical 
difficulties.  
 

  

https://au.int/en/2nd-au-eu-ministerial-meeting
https://ukcop26.org/
https://sdg7.africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/
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Keynote  

In an inspirational key-note address, Kandeh Yumkella, co-chair of the Africa-Europe Foundation 
Strategy Group on Sustainable Energy and former CEO of SEforALL, focussed on the 
opportunities which a just and inclusive energy transition in Africa offers. He particularly 
emphasised the positive impact if African companies and countries do more than just provide raw 
materials by establishing a manufacturing industry. Using Africa’s green hydrogen potential as a 
case in point, he highlighted the energy transition’s potential across other sectors and its 
contribution to job creation for the next generation. Mr Yumkella also emphasised that the 
partnership between Africa and Europe, and the scale of intervention, must be intensified to meet 
future sustainable energy demand. Knowledge sharing between the continents and the initiative of 
an African School of Regulation will, according to Mr Yumkella, stand at the centre of what he 
called an honest partnership. 
 

 
 
 

What Does Renewable Energy Mean for Africa? - Interactive Panel 

An interactive panel of African institutions and initiatives comprising the African Union Commission, 
the African Union’s Development Agency AUDA-NEPAD, the UN Economic Commission for Africa 
(UNECA) and the African Development Bank (AfDB), answered to new angles raised by a variety 
of stakeholders across different sectors and African member states. These voices had been 
curated as video interventions by the AEEP with support from REN21. 
 
Jean-Paul Adam Director Technology, Climate Change & Natural Resource Management Division 
at UNECA emphasised renewable energy’s contribution to job creation, and Dr. Towela Nyirenda-
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Jere Head of Economic Integration at AUDA NEPAD pointed to the important role of MSMEs and 
young people in advancing the innovations needed to help create those jobs and foster 
sustainability.  
 
Daniel Schroth Acting Director for the Department of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency of 
the AFDB highlighted energy’s central role in helping countries reach their net zero climate targets 
and underlined the importance of ensuring countries have coherent and comprehensive policies to 
help facilitate investment and unlock Africa’s full energy potential. Atef Marzouk, Acting Director 
for Infrastructure and Energy, placed the African energy transition into the context of the ongoing 
work of the African Union Commission to support countries in advancing this work, and to facilitate 
the changes needed to achieve full energy access on the basis of renewables as well as African 
industrialisation ambitions.  

 

 
 

Amplifying New Voices – Moderated Q&A 

Ensuring the varied stakeholders discussion continues beyond the day of the AEEP Forum and to 
augment the conversation with additional voices, the AEEP Secretariat launched the RENdez-vous 
Africa series, together with REN21. The virtual dialogue series aims to amplify renewable energy 
voices on the continent and build bridges to non-energy sectors.  
 
Details of how other relevant stakeholders can engage in the RENdez-vous Africa series were 
shared by Rana Adib, Executive Director of REN21, who explained that besides the energy 
producing, also the energy consuming sectors need to be involved in the dialogue on how to move 

https://www.ren21.net/rendez-vous-africa-renewables/
https://www.ren21.net/rendez-vous-africa-renewables/
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to a renewables-based energy system. Additional voices were also highlighted by Johan van den 
Berg, Head of the AEEP Secretariat, who noted that a regular exchange is required between all 
the African institutions involved in the energy transition and their European partners, including the 
EU delegations in individual countries.  
 
REN21 uses strategic intelligence coupled with a multi-stakeholder approach to identify 
opportunities and multipliers to drive the transition to an energy efficient and renewables-based 
energy system. 
 
 

Aligning Energies for a Green and Prosperous Africa – Two Interactive Roundtables 

Across two multi-stakeholder roundtables - one in English, one in French -, the Forum convened 
representatives from policy making, civil society, youth, women, industry, finance and academia to 
candidly discuss their perspectives on the African energy transition.  
 

English Roundtable 

The English roundtable discussion, moderated by Kudakwashe Ndhlukula, Executive Director of 
the SADC Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (SACREEE), tapped into the vast 
expertise of five panellists from the energy sector, who each used their unique backgrounds to 
answer the question “What does renewable energy mean for Africa?”.  
 
Dr Youba Sokona, previously Senior Advisor for Sustainable Development at South Centre, 
kicked off the discussion by underlining that renewable energy means that Africa can, now and in 
the future, leapfrog and invest in energy systems suitable for households, industry and agriculture, 
and provide much needed heating, cooling and lighting for all. He stressed that the nature of 
renewable technology means it can be deployed at almost any scale, and most of all, it can be 
deployed locally, close to the end-users. Dr Sokona also noted that investing in renewable energy 
in Africa means investing in entirely new energy systems that bring together small scale, large 
scale and grid systems, which in turn can revolutionise the transportation and digitalisation of the 
continent.  
 
Picking up on Dr Sokona’s points about local renewable energy development and deployment, 
Louise Paulsen, Managing Director of Vestas South Africa, emphasised the role of the young 
population and of the quick industrialisation of Africa. She also mentioned the importance of recent 
positive political moves such as the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the African 
Single Electricity Market (AfSEM) for the development of renewables on the continent. Ms 
Paulsen, furthermore, said that although challenges remain - for example with regards to the 
electricity grid - renewable energy is the future and will help Africa achieve its net-zero targets.  
 
Sheila Oparaocha, International Coordinator and Program Manager at ENERGIA, continued and 
concluded that renewable energy can mean a just energy transition in Africa since it has the 
potential to supply remote, rural communities with energy. She, however, also stressed that a just 
and inclusive transition will only happen if new energy solutions simultaneously reduce inequalities, 
especially by improving health and educational opportunities for women. Furthermore, she 
stressed that a discussion is needed on how the renewable energy value chain can become more 
African and inclusive for women. At the moment, many of the renewable energy businesses, 
including data services, pay-as-you go systems, mini-grid management or the assembling of solar 
projects, are import-driven - a trend Ms Oparaocha would like to see change.   
 
Wikus Kruger, Research Fellow at the Power Futures Lab at the University of Cape Town, 
summarised the challenges Africa is facing with regards to energy and how they can be 
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addressed. Firstly, the gap in power generation capacity and investment makes it difficult for 
African countries to grow economically. Secondly, many of the African power utilities are struggling 
financially or operationally. Mr Kruger said that renewable energy has the potential to address both 
aspects. He noted that investments have already shifted primarily to renewable energy-based 
projects, and that prices have dropped dramatically, meaning renewable energy represents the 
least-cost power option in most of Sub-Saharan Africa. Mr Kruger described this as massively 
encouraging.  
 
Further emphasising these positive developments, Rashid Ali Abdallah, Executive Director of 
AFREC, underlined that renewable energy constitutes an opportunity for Africa in terms of costs, 
flexibility, jobs and the energy transition. Citing reports from IRENA, Mr Abdallah, said that the cost 
of solar and wind have dropped 80% and 40% respectively between 2010 and 2019. Coupled with 
the substantial reduction in costs of utility-scale storage, Mr Abdallah concluded that this 
combination makes renewable energy the most competitive power generation for Africa and for 
any African region.  
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French Roundtable 

The stakeholder discussion at the French-speaking roundtable was informed and moderated by 
Vanessa Vovor, Project Advisor at the Covenant of Mayors Sub-Saharan Africa (CoM SSA). She 
opened the discussion by asking the expert speakers for their perspectives on the central question 
“What does renewable energy mean for Africa?”. The speakers were united in their view of 
considering it first and foremost an important opportunity for the continent, particularly with regard 
to its potential for innovation, socio-economic growth and independence in terms of energy and 
beyond. 
 
Dr. Salimata Berte, Associate Post-Doctoral Researcher at the Swiss Centre for Scientific 
Research in Côte d'Ivoire, addressed the social dimension of the transition and said that it entails 
behavioural change – not only in view of how energy is being generated but also in terms of its 
value chain and consumption. 
 
Hary Andriantavy, Executive Secretary of Club ER, highlighted the particular impact renewable 
energies can make for rural electrification. He described the positive effects renewables can have 
in terms of direct and indirect job creation, including for example for the parties selling the energy 
but also the ones who put it to local productive use through commercial, agricultural or industrial 
endeavours. 
 
The roundtable speakers all referred to the cost associated with closing the electrification gap 
through clean technologies, and discussed the need to further develop climate finance 
instruments. Ibrahim Traoré, Head of the Climate Finance Division at the West African 
Development Bank (BOAD), agreed that mechanisms must not only focus on providing public 
funds but also offer options to boost the involvement of the private sector. He described a few 
examples of projects the BOAD is currently leading in conjunction with the Green Climate Fund. 
 
Addressing to the challenge of how the development of renewable energy in Africa can be done in 
a just, inclusive and equitable way, Nopenyo Dabla, Programme Officer in charge of Sub-Saharan 
Africa at IRENA, emphasised the potential offered by integrated planning. Such models and 
approaches give consideration not only of direct energy aspects, but to also the integration of 
ambitions and plans a country has for industrialisation, decarbonisation and social development. 
 
Further addressing the social aspects of the energy transition, the panel agreed on the important 
need to inform and sensitise the population, and to take into account the different cultural 
dimensions the transition will touch. With a hopeful outlook on Africa’s energy future, the expert 
roundtable was confident that a justly delivered energy transition will advance the empowerment of 
women and Africa’s youth in particular – thus meeting the needs and tapping into the potential of 
the largest share of the African population. 
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Next Steps for Energy in Africa 

In closing the event, Thomas Huyghebaert, Head of Policy and Cooperation at the EU Delegation 
to the AU, spoke of the clear importance of energy for people’s everyday lives – and of the energy 
transition for African-European collaboration. He highlighted ongoing European support and action 
which will help meet some of the challenges and issues raised in the AEEP Forum’s discussions, 
and expressed his hope for leveraging the contributions of the two continents and of the AEEP in 
achieving the energy transition. 
 
Reflecting on what has been achieved through European and African collaboration in energy in 
one of his last official engagements before retiring, Atef Marzouk, Acting Director for Infrastructure 
and Energy at the African Union Commission, looked forward to the upcoming AU-EU Summit and 
expressed his hope that it would set the stage for broadening and deepening the two continents’ 
partnership through the AEEP. 
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Topic Arena 

In addition to the main stage exchanges, the AEEP Forum also hosted a Topic Arena that 
showcased 11 African and European initiatives and institutions which represented vital dimensions 
of the African energy transition. The African Development Bank and the European Investment 
Bank provided information on “Financing Energy Investments”, while RES4Africa and SEFA 
hosted the booth on “Building Business Models for the Energy Future”. Energia and GWNET had 
organised a stand dedicated to “Empowered Energy Actors – Women”, and PIDA and the Global 
EU-TAF had compiled insights on “Green Infrastructure Trade Related Corridors in Africa”. Youth 
stakeholders were represented through Student Energy and the SDG7 Youth Constituency in a 
booth which provided “Youth Perspectives on the Energy and Climate Nexus”. With information on 
“How to Stay Engaged” and their upcoming dialogue series, REN21 completed the booths 
selection. 
 
This interactive online marketplace not only gave participants insights into ongoing work on the 
headlined topics but also enabled them to have live exchanges with representatives of the 
organisations involved. The discussions highlighted the importance of an energy transition for 
people across all of Africa and described it as an opportunity, particularly for the youth. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

About Tap into more information 

The Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) is Africa and Europe’s gateway for joint action 
on a green energy future. With an unmatched overview of the political processes and 
initiatives across both continents, the AEEP maps, monitors and convenes the actions 
and stakeholders that drive the African and European energy transformation. Providing a 
forum for political dialogue, knowledge sharing and peer connections, it enables Africa 
and Europe to make progress on their path to a sustainable energy future. 

 

 

africa-eu-energy-partnership.org 
 

info@aeep-secretariat.org 

 
@AfricaEUEnergy 

 

AEEP Forum 2021 – Key Take Aways and Messages 

• In all the contributions made by speakers the value and importance of African and 
European partnership was highlighted and repeatedly emphasised. In particular, the 
achievements of the two continents’ collaboration on energy were highly praised, and 
recognised as a unique asset – one which speakers also want to see deployed to meet 
future challenges and to jointly achieve common energy and climate objectives. 
 

• Many speakers and participants also emphasised that the energy transition is an 
opportunity for Africa, and see it as an enabler to achieve multiple goals simultaneously. 
They spoke of the job creation potential of the transition – creating jobs both in the energy 
sector and thanks to the provision of energy – and linked this to the innovation and 
creativity of African youth, and to the dividend of an inclusive energy transition. Participants 
and speakers also spoke of the opportunities the energy transition offers for achieving 
sustainable mobility, improved urban design, greater energy efficiency including in buildings 
and unlocking Africa’s industrialisation potential, including in emerging sectors such as 
green hydrogen. This positive perspective also translated into a lot of energy amongst the 
participants for tackling the task ahead. 
 

• Both in the nature of the interactions and in the substance of the interventions participants 
and speakers stressed the value of the AEEP Forum convening a broad range of 
energy stakeholders. It was felt that opening up the energy conversation to new voices 
and sectors, institutions and individuals, had made a substantive and substantial 
contribution to the energy debate, and had enabled a broader array of perspectives to 
better inform future action.  
 

With the AEEP Forum having helped identify and align insights on the African energy transition, 
these have been taken into the preparations for the upcoming AU-EU Summit and into the next 
phase of the two continents’ valuable collaboration, including the launch of the Africa-EU Green 
Energy Initiative.  

Visit the event platform to watch recordings of the live panels and speeches at: aeep-forum.plazz.net 

 

https://twitter.com/africaeuenergy
mailto:info@aeep-secretariat.org
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/
https://au.int/en/2nd-au-eu-ministerial-meeting
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/gei/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/gei/
https://aeep-forum.plazz.net/

