
 

  

AEEP Energy Talks 

Island Power: Charting Renewable Pathways 
for African Island States  
28 February 2023, 11:00 – 13:00 (CET); 13:00-15:00 (EAT) 
 
“Recognising the huge challenges of our Island States in accessing sustainable energy, often relying on 
expensive fossil fuel imports and subsidies, the AUC is in the process of implementing a programme on 
Renewable Energy in Africa Island States. The programme aims to implement strategies and action plans 
to facilitate mobilisation of climate and innovative financing for sustainable energy infrastructure in the 
Island States” - H. E. Dr. Amani Abou-Zeid Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy 
 
 

The 13thAEEP Energy Talks on 28 February 2024, will delve into the unique energy challenges 
faced by African Island States (AIS). These states, including Comoros, Mauritius, Seychelles, and 
others, confront a big dilemma - being disconnected from the continent's grid, leading to a heavy 
reliance on expensive fossil fuel imports. The cost of connecting to the mainland grid is high. 
Therefore, a strategic shift towards renewable energy must be examined as a viable solution. 
 
African islands are endowed with abundant resources such as solar, wind, bioenergy, geothermal, 
hydropower, and tidal and wave energy, providing a reliable energy solution. Many AIS have 
already set ambitious targets for renewable energy adoption, aligning with global efforts to 
combat climate change.  Seychelles’ Energy Policy calls for 15% of renewables by 2030. Mauritius 
also plans to increase its use of renewable energy resources for electricity generation from 23.9 
percent to 60 percent by 2030.  
 
The African Union Commission (AUC) recognises the urgent need for sustainable energy in AIS 
and is actively implementing a ground-breaking program on Renewable Energy in African Island 
States. This program aims to develop strategies and action plans to facilitate the mobilisation of 
climate and innovative financing for sustainable energy infrastructure in these states. 
 
The AEEP Energy Talks we will explore the current energy landscape of AIS, the challenges they 
face, and the transformative potential of renewable energy. Furthermore, we will examine the role 
of Africa-Europe collaboration for innovative financing solutions and hear experiences from 
European island states   on navigating sustainable energy transformation. The 13th AEEP Energy 
Talks will provide insights into the path towards a greener, more sustainable energy future for 
African Island States in close collaboration with Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  2 

# Item Presenter Min. 

1 Welcome and introduction Mr Johan van den Berg 
Moderator, Head of Secretariat 
Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) 

5 

2 Opening Remarks by AUC and EC Dr Kamugisha Kazaura, Director 
Infrastructure & Energy, African Union 
Commission  
Mr Arnaud DEMOOR, Deputy Head of 
Unit for Climate Change and 
Sustainable Energy, DG INTPA 
respectively 

15 

3 Keynote Speech Mr. Said Mohamed Nassur, Deputy 
Secretary General at the Ministry of 
Energy, Comoros 

15 

3 Video Insert 5 

4 Panel Discussion incl. Q&A: Assessing Progress and Challenges: Renewable Energies and 
Sustainable Solutions for African Island States 

80 

 • Peter N. Kinuthia – Senior Energy Advisor at African Union Commission 

• Rebecca M Bisangwa – Associate Professional Technology and Infrastructure, IRENA 

• Jan Cornillie – Project Director of Clean energy for EU islands secretariat 

• Mr. Thanos Zarogiannis – Advisor to the Deputy Minister of Environment & Energy, 
Greece 

  

5 Closing remarks Facilitator 

Summarises key takeaways 

5 

 

About the AEEP Energy Talks 

 
The Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) Energy Talks foster dynamic dialogue by between key 
stakeholders and energy players from Africa and Europe. Since its launch in November 2020, over 
the course of twelve talks, the webinars have delved into transformative energy subjects at the 
intersection of the two continents, fostering knowledge sharing and idea exchange among 
experts and participants. Previous AEEP Energy Talks have covered topics such as: From ACS to 
COP28: Unlocking Opportunities for a Synergetic Africa-EU Climate and Energy Future, Sunlight 
Success: Pursuing African Development Priorities Through a Solar Economy, Utilising Renewable 
Hydrogen for Decarbonising Value Chains and Promoting Development in Africa and the EU, and 
Achieving SDG7 in Africa – The 2022 AEEP Report: European Financial Flows on SDG7 to Africa. 
The outcomes of the AEEP Energy Talksinform our AEEP Spotlights or policy briefs, and 
contribute to the ongoing discourse of sustainable energy development for Africa and Europe. 

https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/cop28talks/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/cop28talks/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/aeep-energy-talks-solar-economy/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/aeep-energy-talks-solar-economy/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/4806/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/4806/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/aeep-energy-talks-achieving-sdg7-in-africa-the-2022-aeep-report-european-financial-flows-on-sdg7-to-africa/

