
 

  

AEEP Energy Talks 

Advancing Rural Electrification in Africa: Scaling Up 
Regulatory Best Practices to Accelerate Progress in Off-
Grid Electrification 

9 July 2025, 13:00 – 14:30 (CEST); 14:00 - 15:30 (EAT) 
  
The 20th AEEP Energy Talks on 9 July 2025, organised in partnership with GET.transform, will delve into the 
critical role of regulatory best practices in accelerating off-grid rural electrification in Africa. The webinar will 
explore how scaling up best practices and harmonising regulatory frameworks can unlock private investments 
and catalyse the development of off-grid renewable energy solutions across underserved rural areas. 

Access to affordable, reliable, and secure modern energy services is vital for achieving Africa’s development 
goals, in line with the AU Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Yet, 600 million people 
still lack access to electricity in Africa, with rural electrification rates averaging only 34% in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, according to the World Bank. Addressing this challenge requires an integrated approach that includes 
both on-grid and off-grid electrification solutions. 

Off-grid renewable energy systems, particularly mini-grids and stand-alone solar solutions, are already 
transforming rural communities, delivering clean and affordable power where grid extension is not viable. 
However, despite their promise, the lack of clear, consistent, and investment-friendly regulatory environments 
continues to be a major barrier to scale. 

Improving and harmonising national regulatory frameworks in line with best practices is key to accelerating 
rural electrification. These address for example, ownership models, authorisation and licensing procedures, 
transparent, cost-reflective tariff-setting mechanisms and clear provisions for grid arrival. By standardising 
and scaling up these best practices across African countries, governments and stakeholders can create 
transparent and stable environments that reduce risks and bring confidence to private investors. Moreover, 
well-designed frameworks ensure long-term sustainability and affordability of rural electrification projects.  

An important work contributing to this effort was led by GET.transform, in collaboration with the African Union 
Commission (AUC) and the African Forum for Utility Regulators (AFUR), and has resulted in the development 
of technical, legal and economic guidelines for mini-grids. This work culminated in the creation of the African 
Model Mini Grid Regulations Tool, capable of generating a customised set of regulatory frameworks and 
aiming to support harmonisation and enhanced investment-readiness of mini-grid regulations to enable real 
scale-up across the continent. 

Through a presentation and a panel discussion, the 20th AEEP Energy Talks will:  

• Present the African Model Mini Grid Regulation Tool and highlight its applications  

• Explore the importance of regulatory best practices for scaling up off-grid electrification 

• Showcase successful approaches to standardising regulatory frameworks across Africa 

• Facilitate dialogue among policymakers, regulators, private sector actors, and development partners 
on creating enabling environments for investment 

https://www.get-transform.eu/
https://afurnet.org/projects/african-model-minigrid-regulations-tool/
https://afurnet.org/projects/african-model-minigrid-regulations-tool/
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AGENDA 
13:00 
– 
13:05 

Welcome and introduction  Towela Nyirenda-Jere 
Head of Secretariat 
Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP)  
 

13:05 
– 
13:15 

Opening remarks • Sara Elhag, Head of Energy Division, 
African Union Commission  

• Gianluca Azzoni, Head of Policy & 
Cooperation, EU Delegation to the 
African Union 
 

13:15 
– 
13:30  

Presentation 
The African Model Mini-Grid Tool  

Bhoomika Tiwari 
Technical Advisor, GET.transform 
 

13:30 
– 
14:25  

Panel discussion 
Scaling up regulatory best practices to 
accelerate progress in off-grid electrification 
 
Moderator: 
Lucas Kürten 
Advisor, GET.transform 
 

• Motlatsi Ramafole, Chief Executive, 

Lesotho Electricity and Water 

Authority 

• Mark Hankins, Finance Catalyst 

expert, GET.invest  

• Olamide Niyi-Afuye, CEO, Africa 

Minigrid Development Association 
• Jens Jæger, Director of Policy & 

Business Development, Alliance for 

Rural Electrification (ARE)  

14:25 
– 
14:30  

Closing remarks  Towela Nyirenda-Jere 
Head of Secretariat 
Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP)  

 

 
 
About the AEEP Energy Talks 
 

The Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) Energy Talks is a bimonthly webinar series that fosters dynamic 
dialogue between key energy stakeholders from Africa and Europe. Since its launch in November 2020, the 
webinars have delved into transformative energy topics at the intersection of the two continents, promoting 
knowledge sharing and idea exchange among experts and participants. 
 
Previous AEEP Energy Talks have covered topics such as: From ACS to COP28: Unlocking Opportunities for a 
Synergetic Africa-EU Climate and Energy Future, Sunlight Success: Pursuing African Development Priorities 
Through a Solar Economy, Utilising Renewable Hydrogen for Decarbonising Value Chains and Promoting 
Development in Africa and the EU, Investing in Clean Cooking for Health, Equality, and Climate in Africa, 
Achieving SDG7 in Africa – The 2022 AEEP Report: European Financial Flows on SDG7 to Africa,  the Role of 
Energy Tendering Systems, and green hydrogen for industrial transformation. The outcomes of the AEEP 
Energy Talks contribute to the AEEP’s knowledge products, including Spotlights or policy briefs, and promote 
the ongoing discourse on sustainable energy development in Africa and Europe. 
 
 

 

https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/energy-talks/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/cop28talks/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/cop28talks/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/aeep-energy-talks-solar-economy/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/aeep-energy-talks-solar-economy/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/4806/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/4806/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/aeep-energy-talks-spotlight-fuelling-partnerships-investing-in-clean-cooking-for-health-equality-and-climate-in-africa/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/aeep-energy-talks-achieving-sdg7-in-africa-the-2022-aeep-report-european-financial-flows-on-sdg7-to-africa/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/aeep-energy-talks-spotlight-rolling-out-africas-continental-masterplan-at-scale-the-role-of-energy-tendering-systems/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/aeep-energy-talks-spotlight-rolling-out-africas-continental-masterplan-at-scale-the-role-of-energy-tendering-systems/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/green-hydrogen-for-industrial-transformation-exploring-opportunities-for-sustainable-industrial-value-chains-and-decarbonisation/
https://africa-eu-energy-partnership.org/publications/
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